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ADDRESSING STUDENT NEEDS BY 
CREATING ADDITIONAL SPACES

70 year-old building with one Resource Room

Collaborative staff approach to re-imagining 
existing space structure and function



THREE NEW OPPORTUNITIES

LITERACY SPACE

Literacy School Goal

SENSORY ROOM

OT / PT space

HALLWAY BREAK-OUT SPACE

Flexible space in hallways for a variety of 
activities



• SCHOOL LITERACY GOAL

• LITERACY INTERVENTION HUB
(Professional Learning / Learning 
Resources)

• SMALL GROUP LITERACY 
INTERVENTIONS

• PREVIOUS USE was as an office and 
music storage

LITERACY SPACE



• RE-PURPOSED GYM STAGE 
(Previously contained old 
furniture)

• COLLABORATED WITH OT & PT

• DEDICATED MOVEMENT SPACE

• STUDENT IEP GOALS 

• SELF-REGULATION SPACE

SENSORY ROOM



• INSTRUCTIONAL SPACE FOR READING 
VOLUNTEERS, EAs, TEACHERS, 
ITINERANT STAFF

• DESIGNED BY TEACHERS & CREATED 
BY FACILITIES

• 1:1 ASSESSMENTS / READING

• QUIET WORKSPACE

• ITINERANT SPACE

HALLWAY BREAK-OUT SPACES



ROOM #10 – SENSORY SPACE
“ZEN TEN”

• A QUIET SPACE FOR STUDENTS TO 
REGULATE AND GET READY TO RETURN 
TO THEIR REGULAR LEARNING SPACES

• STUDENTS ACCESS THIS SPACE AS PART 
OF THEIR DAILY PROGRAMMING

• EA ASSISTANCE or USING A BREAK CARD 
& TIMER



ROOM #10 – SENSORY SPACE
“ZEN TEN”

• STUDENTS CHOOSE 
FROM A VARIETY OF 
CALMING ACTIVITIES

• LOW-DEMAND SPACE

• PROVIDES 
STUDENTS WITH 
TIME AND SPACE TO 
SELF-REGULATE

• LOW VOICES AND 
QUIET MUSIC





CAPITAL CITY YACHT CLUB FUNDRAISER

• CCYC Holiday Fundraiser ( ≈$10,000)

• Facilities Dept support with painting & 
fixture installation

• School Design Committee designed the 
space and created a shopping list

• OT/PT identified student needs & 
additional resources 

• Sidney teachers and EAs provided 
suggestions and feedback
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