
 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 63 (SAANICH)

EDUCATION DIRECTIONS COMMITTEE AGENDA

Agenda

Committee Members:  Board of Education:
Trustee Sheila Stelck, Chairperson
Trustee Alicia Holman
Trustee Teri VanWell

Tom Vickers (SAA) – elementary
Steve Newlove (SAA) – secondary
Ashley Sonosky (COPACS)
Don Peterson (STA)

Carly Hunter, Director of Instruction
  Paul McKenzie, Assistant Superintendent

Tuesday, October 8,  2019
3:00 pm. to 5:00 pm. – Board Room, School Board Office

Other Attendees:   Melissa Austin, Principal, Indigenous Education 
Shauna White, Teacher
Bayside Youth in Action Team

1. PRESENTATIONS AND QUESTIONS

1. Climate Action and Environmental Programs in Saanich Schools. - Carly Hunter, Shauna White 
and the Bayside Youth in Action Team.

2. SENĆOŦEN programs in Saanich Schools. - Melissa Austin 

2. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
(None)

3. ITEMS FOR RECOMMENDATION
(None)

4. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

1. FSA Parent Letter September 2019

5. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
(None)



  

September 2019 
 
 
 
Dear Saanich Parents/Guardians: 
 

FSA - Foundation Skills Assessment 
 
This year the Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) will be given to all grade 4 and grade 7 students 
throughout the province in October and November 2019.  
 
The redesigned Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) is aligned with the redesigned curriculum and 
reflects the recommendations from the Advisory Group on Provincial Assessment (AGPA). The 
FSA has a focus on collaboration, communication, critical thinking, and the foundations of literacy 
and numeracy. 
 
While we acknowledge that concerns about the FSA are expressed by organizations and 
individuals across the province, we also know that the data can be used by the district in a way that 
supports instruction.  We would like you to know the following: 
 

 The FSA will include online and written components.   
 The FSA is an inclusive assessment and will accommodate students whose Individual 

Education Plan (IEP) indicates specific learning adaptations and strategies. 
 Principals will notify parents of any student whose Individual Education Plan indicates a 

rationale for exclusion from FSA. 
 Parents may request that Principals excuse their children from the FSA only in the event of 

family emergency, extended illness or extenuating circumstances.  Contact your Principal if 
any of these criteria apply to your child. 

 Students who do not take part in one or more of the components of FSA will be scored as 
"performance level unknown." 

 
More information about the FSA can be found on the Ministry of Education web site at 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/administration/program-
management/assessment/foundation-skills-assessment 
 
Please contact your school Principal if you have any questions. 
 
Yours truly, 
 

 
Paul McKenzie 
Assistant Superintendent 
 
PM/skd 


