
 

 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 63 (SAANICH) 

 
EDUCATION DIRECTIONS COMMITTEE 

Agenda 
 

Committee Members: Trustee Silzer, Chair 
 Trustee Vandall 
 Trustee VanWell 

 

 
Staff Support:  Carly Hunter, Director of Instruction, Learning & Innovation - regrets 

 Paul McKenzie, Assistant Superintendent 
  

Partner Representatives: Leila Sinclair-Wise, SAA – Elementary 
 Kelly deKlerk, SAA – Secondary 
 Don Peterson – STA 
 Candace Whitney – CUPE 
 COPACS 
 

 

Tuesday, June 11, 2024 
3:00pm 

 
 

 

A. PRESENTATIONS AND QUESTIONS 
 

1.  Advocates Report – Ronata Pama, Leo Holdstock, Amanda Hoffman, Holly Vivier, Roger Young &  
 Peter Westhaver.  

 
 
B. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

 
No Items 

 
 
C. ITEMS FOR RECOMMENDATION  
 
1.  2025/26 and 2026/27 Local Calendars – Paul McKenzie 

 
 Staff Recommendation:  
  That the Board approve the local calendars for 2025/26 and 2026/27 as presented by the Assistant 
  Superintendent.  

 
    

D. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 
  
1.  2024/25 Non-Instructional, Early Dismissal & Exam Dates Schedule – Paul McKenzie 
2.  2024/25 School Activity & Supply Fees Schedule – Paul McKenzie 
 
 
E. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 
 Data sharing around Strategic Plan goals – ongoing 
 Student Voice Feedback – ongoing 



To: Education Directions Committee Prepared By:   Paul McKenzie 

Assistant Superintendent 

Subject: School Calendars 2025-26 and 2026-27 Date: June 4, 2024 

Context 

School districts are required to submit approved school calendars to the Ministry of Education by 

March 31st of each year for the following school year. As per the School Calendar Regulation, 

the proposed school calendar schedules must be made available for public feedback at least one 

month before the date of submission.  As a review, the draft calendars were developed to meet 

the following objectives and obligations: 

• As per the Collective Agreement with the Saanich Teachers’ Association, Spring Break

must begin on the third Monday in March;

• For the 2013-2014 school year, the Board adopted a calendar with one week of spring

break and a week of closure time and subsequent Boards have maintained this model;

• The three local school districts (61, 62, and 63) try to align the school calendars as much

as possible, in particular the spring break and closure weeks; and

• The number of non-instructional/professional development dates are balanced between

semesters.

The proposed school calendars for the years 2025/26 and 2026/27 were presented to the 

Education Directions Committee on April 16, 2024 and, as per a Motion at the Board Meeting on 

April 24, 2024, were made available for public consultation between April 26, 2024 and May 28, 

2024. 

School Calendar Public Feedback Details: 

As of May 28, 2024, two responses were gathered: 

• Two comments were received regarding the timing of Spring Break.

Recommendation 

Based on the feedback we have received, I recommend the following: 

That the Board approve the school calendars for 2025/26 and 2026/27 as presented. 

Submitted with respect,  

Paul McKenzie 

Assistant Superintendent 
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Saanich School District (63) 
DRAFT School Calendar 2025-2026 

September 2, 2025 Schools Open 

September 22, 2025 Non-Instructional Day 

September 30, 2025 National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 

October 13, 2025 Thanksgiving 

October 24, 2025 Non-Instructional Day 

November 11, 2025 Remembrance Day 

November 21, 2025 Non-Instructional Day 

December 22, 2025 – January 2, 2026 Winter break 

January 5, 2026 Schools reopen after winter break 

February 13, 2026 Non-Instructional Day 

February 16, 2026 Family Day 

March 16-20, 2026 Spring break 

March 23-27, 2026 School closure 

April 3, 2026 Good Friday 

April 6, 2026 Easter Monday 

April 20, 2026 Non-Instructional Day 

May 15, 2026 Non-Instructional Day 

May 18, 2026 Victoria Day 

June 25, 2026 Last day of instruction 

June 26, 2026 Administrative Day 

Semester Dates 

September 2, 2025 – January 30, 2026 Semester One 

February 2, 2026 – June 25, 2026 Semester Two 

Days in Session (including September 2 and Non Instructional days; excluding June 26) 

Semester 1 = 96  Semester 2 = 90  Total = 186 

Days of Instruction (including September 2; excluding Non Instructional days and June 26) 

Semester 1 = 93  Semester 2 = 87  Total = 180 
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Saanich School District (63) 
DRAFT School Calendar 2026-2027 

September 8, 2026 Schools Open 

September 25, 2026 Non-Instructional Day 

September 30, 2026 National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 

October 12, 2026 Thanksgiving 

October 23, 2026 Non-Instructional Day 

November 11, 2026 Remembrance Day 

November 27, 2026 Non-Instructional Day 

December 21, 2026 – January 1, 2027 Winter break 

January 4, 2027 Schools reopen after winter break 

February 12, 2027 Non-Instructional Day 

February 15, 2027 Family Day 

March 15-19, 2027 Spring break 

March 22-30, 2027 School closure 

March 26, 2027 Good Friday 

March 29, 2027 Easter Monday 

April 19, 2027 Non-Instructional Day 

May 21, 2027 Non-Instructional Day 

May 24, 2027 Victoria Day 

June 29, 2027 Last day of instruction 

June 30, 2027 Administrative Day 

Semester Dates 

September 8, 2026 – January 29, 2027 Semester One 

February 1, 2027 – June 29, 2027 Semester Two 

Days in Session (including September 8 and Non Instructional days; excluding June 30) 

Semester 1 = 91  Semester 2 = 93  Total = 184 

Days of Instruction (including September 8; excluding Non Instructional days and June 30) 

Semester 1 = 88  Semester 2 = 90  Total = 178 



June 1, 2024 
 

  

 
 

  
SCHOOL 

 
1 Hour Early Dismissal (4) 

  
Brentwood Elementary Nov 6 Nov 7 Feb 26 Feb 27 
Cordova Bay Elementary Oct 22 Oct 23 Oct 24 Feb 13 
Deep Cove Elementary Oct 2 Oct 3 Nov 28 Mar 5 
Keating Elementary Nov 13 Nov 14 Mar 5 Mar 6 
KELSET Elementary Oct 23 Oct 24 Feb 12 Feb 13 
Lochside Elementary Nov 5 Nov 6 Nov 7 Mar 12 
Prospect Lake Elementary Oct 2 Oct 3 Nov 14 Feb 27 
Sidney Elementary Sept 25 Sept 26 Nov 27 Mar 5 
Bayside Middle Sept 19 Oct 22 Oct 23 May 14 
North Saanich Middle Sept 18 Sept 19 Oct 24 Feb 13 
Royal Oak Middle Sept 18 Oct 23 Oct 24 May 8 
Claremont Secondary Sept 19 Nov 28 Feb 20 Apr 24 
Parkland Secondary Sept 12 Nov 28 Feb 6 Apr 24 
Stelly’s Secondary Sept 12 Nov 28 Feb 19 Apr 24 

DRAFT 2024/25 Non Instructional, Early Dismissal and Exam Dates Schedule 
 

 

Secondary School Schedules 
 
Semester One:  September 3, 2024 to January 31, 2025 
Semester Two:  February 3, 2025 to June 27, 2025 

 
Provincial Exams: October 28, 2024 to November 5, 2024 
(Literacy/Numeracy) January 13, 2025 to January 24, 2025 
   April 7, 2025 to April 11, 2025 
   June 2, 2025 to June 6, 2025 

Non Instructional Days (all schools) 
 
1.  Monday, September 23, 2024 – Ministry Priorities – Indigenous Education 
2.  Friday, October 25, 2024 – Province Wide 
3.  Monday, November 18, 2024 – School Based 
4.  Friday, February 14, 2025 – Individual (Tri-District) 
5.  Friday, April 11, 2025 – School Based 
6.  Friday, May 16, 2025 – School Based 
 



Saanich School District  
School Activity Fees for 2024-2025 

 
 

Elementary Schools  
 
School Planner/Agenda (supply cost) – PACS cover cost at some 
schools 
 
School Supplies (Optional) 
 

 
$6.00 
 
 
$35.00-$45.00 
 

Middle Schools  

Combination Lock – Grade 6 or new student 
 
$10.00 
 

Secondary Schools  
 
Activity fee for student council, fine arts performances and clubs 
 
Text Book Deposit (refundable) 
• One time fee - fully refundable after graduation unless 

student loses one or more books in which case the cost is 
subtracted from the deposit and the remaining balance is 
refunded. 

 
Combination lock  
 
Activity fee for costs associated with athletics 
• Costs for optional courses/academies – varies for each 

program 
• Sports fees vary by sport and number of tournaments 

 
Recognition ceremony for graduation (grade 12 only)  
 
 

 
$25.00 
 
$100.00 
 
 
 
 
 
$10.00 new/$5.00 used 
 
 $40 Claremont 
 $35 Jr / $60 Sr Stelly’s 
 $35 Jr / $60 Sr Parkland  
 
 
 
 $55.00 
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