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To:    Policy Development Committee       Prepared By:   Carly Hunter 
                      Director of Instruction 
                      (Learning & Innovation) 

                                   
 

Subject:    Amendments to Policy 28 (Core French)   Date:  November 12, 2024 
  

Purpose: 
 
In Saanich Schools, Indigenous Learner Success is a cornerstone of the 2022-2027 Strategic Plan. In 
consultation and collaboration with the W̱SÁNEĆ community, access to SENĆOŦEN language programs has 
been identified as critically important for Indigenous learners.  It is also vital that students have access to 
language programs at an early age. 

Background: 
 
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) call to action number 14, addresses the “fundamental and 
valued” importance of preserving Indigenous languages, and the urgency to do so. Consistent with Saanich’s 
Strategic Plan goals, it is desirable that Indigenous students in Saanich are offered an opportunity to learn 
SENĆOŦEN at school.  
 
Saanich Schools has already demonstrated its commitment to languages by offering a robust Core French 
program from K-8. We would like to build upon the Saanich tradition of commitment to languages by 
considering the possibility of offering other languages.  
 
By offering students the opportunity to be exposed to SENĆOŦEN beginning in elementary school, Saanich 
would elevate the importance of SENĆOŦEN to the level of French as a second language and would 
demonstrate to the W̱SÁNEĆ community a sincere commitment to preserving and promoting their language. 
Such an initiative would support not only the Indigenous Learner Success goal in the Strategic Plan, but also 
could promote the other three Strategic Plan pillars of Mental Health and Wellness, Literacy, and Global 
Citizenship. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Board approve the updated Policy 28 as presented by Director Hunter and indicated in the 
attached document. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Carly Hunter 
Director or Instruction 
(Learning & Innovation) 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Languages 
The Board of Education believes that learning languages enriches students’ lives, enhances their 
understanding of other cultures, and celebrates diversity. The Board also recognizes the cognitive, 
social and career benefits of learning languages. 
 
The Board commits to offering a K-8 Languages program, which will be primarily Core French, but 
may include SENĆOŦEN where available. 
  
Guiding Principles 
  

1. Students who do not choose the French Immersion Program will be enrolled in the K-8 
Languages program. The Languages program will be offered to: 

 

2.1 All Kindergarten to Grade 5 students at all district neighborhood elementary schools, 
with the main objective of developing basic verbal fluency; 

2.2 All Grade 6-8 students at all district neighborhood middle schools, to further develop 
verbal fluency and introduce written language. 

 
2. The Board believes that students who pursue a language as an elective beyond Grade 8 may 

achieve a high standard that will enhance post-secondary opportunities. 
 

3. The Board supports the inclusion of all students in language programs and expects that 
students with unique learning needs, including students with Ministry designations, will be 
supported appropriately.  There is a small number of students identified through their 
Individual Education Plans and/or school-based team, who will participate in alternative 
learning activities designed to support their individualized specific long-range goals. 

 
 
 


